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We learn in different ways: we remember very little of what 

we have learnt if our learning solely depends on hearing. We 

remember more if we hear and see. We only learn properly when we 

do the things. This ‘active learning’ is very significant for a practical 

subject like physics. Your teachers can do a lot in your active 

learning process. Study on your own should also be active. Simply 

reading through your text book and hoping that you will learn the 

subject does not work out. 

 

You have heard about the achievement of Thomas Alva Edison, C.V. Raman, APJ 

Abdul Kalam and many. You know that they have not become great overnight. So it will not 

be wise to wait for the eleventh hour. Preparing for board examination is a continuous 

process. Take all activities – class work, practical work, home work, class test, internal 

examinations etc – as the preparation for final examination.  Work steadily throughout the 

course. Ensure that your work is complete and accurate.  

Study every day as if you are preparing for final examination. That doesn’t mean that 

you have to have sleepless nights. Avoid late night study and practice getting up early. Let 

me quote Robin Sharma (from his book ‘who will cry when I die’).  ‘Getting up early is a gift 

you give to yourself. Few disciplines have the power to transform your life as does the habit 

of early rising. There is something special about the first few hours in the morning. Time 

seems to slow down and a deep sense of piece fills the air’. 

  

Before Examination: 
An effective revision can make a significant change in your final result. You have to 

make a revision time table for all subjects. Your time table must be practical - find time for 

relaxation and socializing. Create a detailed one for physics so that you can revise your 

book at least twice.  

 

While learning, scribbling will help you a lot. Train yourself to set out work logically. 

You may think you can work logically and neatly in exam but it will not just happen if you 

have not practiced it. If you find any difficulty in understanding the concept, don’t hesitate 

to approach your teacher. I am sure they are happy to clarify your doubts.  

 

Don’t try to learn physics sitting for long hours at a stretch. You can study a topic for 

several minutes and then close the book and write out what you can remember. Then 

check your writing with that of your book. This ‘look, cover, write and check’ technique is 

very useful in your preparation. Practice a lot of numerical problems, especially related to 



topics electricity and heat. ‘You can do numerical in physics’ implies that you understand 

the theory. Learn how to interpret graphs. Practice drawing diagrams. 

 

Once, you have completed revision, it is time for practicing past question papers. This 

is the most valuable form of preparation. Solving previous years question papers will give 

you confidence. Suppose you solved nine previous years question papers, then you will be 

able to solve the tenth one, your actual question paper, with a cool head. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Examination: 

Reach your examination centre before time. In the examination hall follow the 

instructions given by the supervisor. Presence of mind is very important in the examination 

hall. You will get 15 minutes to read the questions before you start writing. Read questions 

carefully and comprehend it. It is very important for you to fully understand the question. 

Every question is expected with a precise answer. In many cases candidates write a lot 

without proper understanding of the question. Never forget – marks are awarded not for 

correct physics but for correct physics that answers the question. Don’t rewrite the question.  

 

 Answer to the question. For instance consider the question: State the characteristics 

required in material to be used as an effective fuse wire. Expected answer: (i) High 

resistivity and (ii) Low melting point. That will do. Don’t write unwanted details such 

as ‘fuse is used to limit electric current in a circuit. It works on the principle of heating 

effect of electric current and therefore a fuse wire must have high resistivity and low 

melting point’.  Writing extra will not attract more mark. 

 Don’t misread the question. Sometimes you may take the question as same as what 

you had seen during revision. But, in fact the case may be different. So read carefully 

and make sure that you understand the question well.  No need to be very fast in 

your response. Think and then respond.  

 Use scientific terms wherever necessary while answering. E.g. Instead of writing 

‘Energy is wasted in doing work against friction’ you can write ‘energy is dissipated in 

doing work against friction’. 

 When you are asked to ‘name something’, write the name. Do not limit your response 

with a symbol or abbreviation. For a question ‘Name the electromagnetic radiation that 



causes heating effect’ let your answer be ‘Infrared radiations’ instead of I.R. 

Radiations. 

 Use standard symbols or abbreviations for technical terms. Don’t make your own 

abbreviations. For instance R.I. may not be accepted as an abbreviation for refractive 

index. We have the symbol µ or n for the purpose. 

 Write your answers legibly. If you want to change your response strike it off and write 

again. Avoid over-writing. Write numerals in standard form. If the examiner cannot 

read your response he cannot mark it. 

  Do not offer more alternative answers than are required in the question. In fact, if 

only one answer is required and you give two answers, one right and one wrong, the 

examiner will always mark it wrong. 

 Do calculations carefully. Show your working by the side of your answer in a column. 

In many cases haste work or overconfidence will result in wrong answer. Don’t forget 

to write the units with final answer of numerical problems. 

 If you finish early, take the opportunity to check through your answers. See if the 

question numbers are put properly. See the calculations again. See if diagrams are 

labelled well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Word: 
You can appear for your examination only if you are healthy. You must be more 

vigilant about your health. Eat healthy food. Protect yourself from unhygienic situations. 

Avoid any contact with someone having contagious diseases.  

Believe in yourself. Be grateful to your parents and teachers - success is yours! 
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